FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Berkeley, California

3, June 2008
CONTACT:   Benjamin Clavan, Ph.D., Architect, AIA


          info@berkeleyprize.org
Winners in the Tenth Annual, 2008, international BERKELEY UNDERGRADUATE PRIZE FOR ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN EXCELLENCE Competition are announced.  

________________________________________________________________
Winners of the Tenth Annual BERKELEY PRIZE Competition are announced today by Professor Raymond Lifchez, Chair of the Berkeley Undergraduate Prize for Architectural Design Excellence.

Since its founding, the international BERKELEY UNDERGRADUATE PRIZE FOR ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN EXCELLENCE competition encourages undergraduate architecture students to write about issues central to the understanding of the social art of architecture and the social role of the architect in today’s world.  What is that role?  What should it be?  By asking students to grapple with just such problems, the Prize brings to the forefront of students’ thinking the reality that Architecture is a Social Art.

The PRIZE now comprises three separate and distinct competitions:  the Essay Competition; the Travel Fellowship Competition; and this year, for the first time, the Architectural Design Fellowship Competition.  

The 2008 BERKELEY PRIZE Competition attracted architecture students from 18 countries, ranging from Uruguay to China, the Philippines to Switzerland, and in the U.S.A., from Massachusetts to California.  The winners reflect the diversity of the authors and illustrate the worldwide interest in and thinking about the ideals of a socially-grounded architecture. Here are the results:

ESSAY COMPETITION
This year's Essay Competition not only poses a QUESTION, but is also an invitation for students to think about -- and perhaps have the opportunity to test -- the use of architectural competitions to foster the study and implementation of the social art of architecture:  
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Make a proposal for a Social Art of Architecture Design Competition for undergraduate students in your school and potentially, other undergraduate academic disciplines.  As a general goal, this Design Competition will ask students to address the most important social issue in your country that should be addressed by architects.  Tell us what you believe this social issue is and why.  Then, tell us how exactly your design competition will help address this issue.  

 

(First Prize)

Sonya Redman, University of New South Wales, Australia; "Shaping identity and ‘place’ in Australian Indigenous housing.”  ($3500)
(Two, Second Prizes)

Nazneen Saifuddin, American University of Sharjah, Kuwait; "The Abolition of Congested Urbanism - A Task or a Moral Obligation?" ($2000)
Petrina Yeap, National University of Singapore, Singapore; "Good Vintage - Sustainable Architecture for an Aging Society" ($2000)
This year’s Essay Jury includes:  

Lynne Elizabeth, Director, New Village Press (Architects and Planners for Social 
Responsibility). Oakland, California

         Marielle Richon, UNESCO World Heritage Centre, Paris 

         Daves Rossell, Professor of Architectural History, Savannah College of Art, 


Savannah, Georgia
         Hasan Uddin-Khan, Distinguished Professor of Architecture and Historic 


Preservation, Roger Williams University, Bristol, Rhode Island

TRAVEL FELLOWSHIP COMPETITION
 

(Two awards)

Ian Duncan Mactavish, Columbia University, USA; Open Public Urban Spaces 2008 Annual Conference, Stavanger, Norway ($2100 Stipend + airfare)

Nicole Graycar, Carnegie Mellon University, USA; Habitat for Humanity Global Village Program, Lesotho ($2100 Stipend + airfare)
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This year’s Travel Fellowship jury includes:

Budoor Bukhari American University of Sharjah, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates (2007 BERKELEY PRIZE Travel Fellow)

        Raymond Lifchez, Professor of Architecture, University of California, Berkeley, 

California, (Chair, BERKELEY PRIZE Committee)
        Tony Schuman, Associate Professor of Architecture, New Jersey Institute of 


Technology, Newark, New Jersey

        Adi Shamir, Executive Director, Van Alen Institute, New York, New York
                

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN FELLOWSHIP COMPETITION
 

(Two awards)

Laura Schlifer and Daniel Carlson, University of Minnesota, United States; Baby Boomers: A New Take on the Old. ($1250 honorarium each)
  

Anusha Narayanan and Avikal Somvanshi, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University, Jammu and Kashmir, India;  Sparsha: Creating Shelter in a Wasteland. ($1250 honorarium each)
In addition, there will be juror honorariums and student prizes totaling $3500 for each competition.
Jurors for the Architectural Design Fellowship are members of the BERKELY PRIZE Committee.
* * *

Winners’ submittals, biographies, photographs, archives of past competitions, and links to other articles on the social Art of Architecture are posted at www.berkeleyprize.com.

* * *
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This year’s BERKELEY PRIZE is dedicated to one of the world’s most prestigious architectural awards program, the international Aga Khan Award for Architecture.   Established to identify and encourage building concepts that successfully address the needs and aspirations of societies in which Muslims have a significant presence, the awards program has helped reveal an architecture of humanism that transcends religion, race, or nationality.

   
Both the Travel Fellowship and the Architectural Design Fellowship require written reports:  These will appear on the website in late Summer and early Fall.
Watch for the announcement of the 2009 BERKELEY PRIZE on November 1, 2008.


SIDEBAR

The Berkeley Prize — How it Works

Each year, the PRIZE Committee poses a Question on its website:  www.berkeleprize.org   Students enrolled in any undergraduate architecture program throughout the world are invited to submit a 500-word essay proposal responding to the question.  From this pool of essays, approximately 25 are selected by the PRIZE Committee as particularly promising.  These Semifinalists are then asked to submit a 2,500-word essay expanding on their proposals.  

A group of readers, composed of Committee members and invited colleagues, selects five to eight of the best essays and sends these Finalists on to a jury of international academics and architects to select the winners.  The BERKELEY PRIZE Essay Competition is announced, papers submitted, and reader- and jury-reviewed all online.  

Semifinalists are offered the opportunity to participate in the BERKELEY PRIZE Travel Fellowship Competition.  Students are asked to submit a Proposal of how a given architectural travel opportunity will help them capitalize on the research they did for their Essay and long-term academic and professional pursuits.
In celebration of the tenth anniversary of the BERKELEY PRIZE, a new third competition launched this year: the Architectural Design Competition.  This competition is held to generate ideas about how architects can find solutions to 
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what they feel are the most important social issues in their country.  Semifinalists are invited to submit proposals for a design competition to be held at their school towards this end.  The BERKELEY PRIZE also supports the winning students’ school with prize money for the winners of the local competition. 
During the past ten years, hundreds of students have submitted proposals and essays, representing dozens of schools of architecture from nearly forty countries.  In recognition of these efforts, the prize was the recipient of the 2002 American Institute of Architects’ Education Honor Award.  

The BERKELEY PRIZE has also garnered international acclaim, not the least reason for which is its complete embracing of digital technology.  In partial recognition of this outreach, the 2003 BERKELEY PRIZE competition was named a special event of “World Heritage in the Digital Age,” a virtual congress helping to commemorate the thirtieth anniversary of the UNESCO World Heritage Convention.
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